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LIVESTOCK

Back-to-back wins
confirm breed type

Bulls to $12,000 in
Glenellerslie sale

SPECKLE Parks are a relatively new breed in Australia,
but Dennis Power, “Glenrowan”, Gunnedah, is confident the Canadian breed has
a lot to offer.
Mr Power, general manager for the Minnamurra
Pastoral Company, said he
first saw them four years ago
and decided they would fit
well with the company’s beef
operation.
“They have a higher natural marbling content than
Angus,” Mr Power said.
“We are giving them a go
because of their good carcase, and great yield, and
eating quality.”
In the 2016 Feedback Trial,
a team of Speckle Park/Angus steers from Minnamurra Pastoral Company won
the Riverine Premium Beef
champion pen, with first
place in the carcase section.
These results back their
success during the 2015
Feedback Trial when four
teams were entered, and
placed first, second, third
and eighth out of 95.
Mr Power said this year’s
result confirmed they “must

THE top-priced bull sold for
$12,000 dollars at Glenellerslie Herefords 23rd annual
on-property Helmsman sale
at Adelong last Tuesday.
The Smith family cleared
36 of the 45 bulls offered to
average $4486 across the
draft.
In the breakdown, 28 of
the 31 dehorned bulls offered were sold to average
$4589 and top of $12,000.
Eight of the 14 poll bulls
offered were sold to $9500 to
average $4125.
George Hardcastle of
McPherson
Herefords,
Casino, purchased the toppriced bull through Elders
stud stock representative Jim
Bruce.
The 24-month-old Bingeberry Trailblazer E048 son
from the Carnation cow family had the largest average
daily gain (ADG), biggest
eye muscle area (EMA), and
highest intramuscular fat
percentage of the bulls offered.
Mr Bruce said Mr Hardcastle wanted a horned bull
to use in his stud and had
returned to Glenellerslie af-

Minnamurra Pastoral Company general manager, Dennis
Power, Gunnedah, with Speckle Park heifers.

be doing something right”.
“It is a terrific result, quite
flattering and we are very excited about it,” he said.
Mr Power said the best way
to test the virtues of a new
breed is to test their performance in trials during which
cattle are run under the same
conditions and feedback is
available for evaluation.
“You can become blind to
the merits of your own stock,
and participating in these
competitions is a chance to
compare your efforts against
other producers,” he said.
Mr Power is still cautious
about the ultimate value of
the pure-bred Speckle Park’s.
“We have had great suc-

cess with our F1 (first-cross)
steers, but one thing we
don’t know yet is how the
pure breed will perform,” he
said.
Reflecting on the results,
Mr Power said they confirmed the company’s current situation, giving him
confidence in its long term
aims.
“We will ensure the quality
of our females matches the
demand for premium beef
production,” he said.
Encouraging others to
enter similar trials Mr Power
said, “if you don’t go in them,
you will never know how well
you are going”.
– STEPHEN BURNS

Squaring up to

The sale topper with Glenellerslie's Ross Smith, Adelong,
Elders' Jim Bruce, Albury, and Michael Glasser, GTSM.

ter purchasing an $8000 sire
last year.
The top-priced poll sire,
Glenellerslie Outright, by Debarry Chisel, was purchased
by Phillip (Bluey) Commins
of Nunniong Herefords, Ensay, Victoria, for $9500.
R.A. and M.H. Trethowan,
“Lindawarra”, Cookardinia,
fought hard for their two
bulls – a poll bull for $9250
and a dehorned bull for
$8000.
Among the volume purchasers were J.P., W.J. and
S.J. Webb, “Califat”, Adelong,
who purchased three bulls to
average $3583.
Roche Rural Holdings,
“Yavendale”, Adelong, pur-

All proceeds of the auction will go to the
Melanoma Institute Australia (MIA).

Melanoma

To celebrate the 20th Anniversary of this
high performing Australian Breed the
association want to contribute to the fight
against what is Australia’s most deadly skin
cancer- Melanoma, which is particularly
relevant to the farming community.

The Square Meaters Cattle
Association is promoting
a charity steer that will be
auctioned at 2016

Help us boost the fight to find a
cure for this horrible disease.

THANK YOU BUYERS & SUPPORTERS
AT OUR 2016 SALE
Poll Merinos | Offered 60 | Sold 53
Average $1,811 | Top $4,600

White Suffolks | Offered 60 | Sold 60
Average $1,203 | Top $3,200

Martin & Cecilia Oppenheimer
with Andrew Burgess, buyer of
the $4,600 Poll Merino

Martin Oppenheimer & Miles
Archdale with Warren Press, buyer of
the $3,200 White Suffolk

Martin & Cheryl Oppenheimer, Petali, Walcha NSW
0413 580 040 | petali.com.au

FAST TRACK GENETICS

RM2449650

– NATHAN O’SULLIVAN

Consider forming or being part of
a syndicate to bid on
the Square Meaters Steer
prepared by
Ben Toll and
St Johns College Dubbo.
For enquiries please contact:
Wayne Petrie
M: 0411 286 855
E: wayne@architectureraw.com.au

RM2447954

CASTLEBAR WHITE DORPER &
DORPER RAM SALE

NEW SALE DATE

Thursday 25th Feb, 2016 | Nyngan Showgrounds
Inspections at 9am - Sale at 11am

60 WHITE DORPER RAMS & 20 DORPER RAMS

RM2439420

Canberra Royal Agricultural Show
2pm Thursday 25th February

chased three bulls to a top of
$3250, while Tim and Charlie
Woodgate, Buchan, Vic, purchased two bulls to average
$4000.
Rob Webb of R.J. and R.J.
Webb, Tumut, purchased
poll
bull
Glenellerslie
Oswald for $5250.
Glenellerslie
principal
Ross Smith said it was warming to know the Hereford
(horned) breed was “still
alive and well”, referring to
the demand for horned bulls.
The Helmsman sale was
jointly conducted by agencies Elders and Glasser Total
Sales Management, with Michael Glasser as auctioneer.
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