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Minnamurra Speckle Park achieves $15,000
THREE Minnamurra Speck-
le Park bulls are bound
for Boulia in far western
Queensland after an inter-
state bidder paid the top
price at the stud's 11th annu-
al sale at Coolah last Friday.

Grant Wells, Elrose Sta-
tion, secured Minnamurra
Vatican V57 for the sale top
of $15,000 before adding
Minnamurra Venetian V61
for $6000 and Minnamurra
Venice V17 for $6000.

His three bulls averaged
$9000, with the bulls des-
tined for about 150 Charo-
lais females.

At the conclusion of the
sale, 13 of the 25 bulls offered
had sold for an average of
$7770, with more selling
shortly after the auction.

Sale-topper Vatican V57
was a September 2024-drop
son of Te Mooi Rainmaker
R3 from Minnamurra 300X
Teeka T231. The 756-kilo-
gram bull had a 39cm scrotal
circumference and a 118 sq
cm eye muscle area, 11mm
rump fat, 9mm at the rib and
6.9pc intramuscular fat.

Mr Wells said Vatican had
beenhis pick from theoutset.

"Absolutely everything,"
he saidwhen askedwhat had
attracted him to the bull. "He
wasmypick from the get-go."

The second-highest price
was $13,000 for Minnamurra
Voyager V44, bought by Yel-
lowie Props, Burra, SA.

Voyager V44 was a son
of JAD Quickshear Mitchell
Q1 and Minnamurra 6Z Tori

L122. The 738kg bull had a
39cm scrotal circumference
and scanned 119sq cm for
EMA and 7pc IMF.

Arley Farm, Maida Vale,
WA, was the volume buyer,
securing four bulls online
through AuctionsPlus for
$30,000 to average $7500. Its
draft comprised Minnamur-
ra Vigorous V48 for $8000,
Minnamurra Valkyrie V32 for
$6000, Minnamurra Virgil V8
for $10,000 and Minnamurra
Variety V27 for $6000.

Other interstate buyers
included Creek Livestock,
MountGambier,SA,at$6000;
Patricia Dorigo,Mead, Victo-
ria, at $7000; and Willybee
Pastoral, Wudinna, SA, at
$6000. NSW buyers included
Ryan Fitzgerald, Torryburn,

at $6000; GC and JA McCull-
och, Moonbi, at $6000; and
EM and SA Friend, Bagnoo,
who secured two bulls for
$6000 each.

Minnamurra Speckle Park
director David Reid said the
result was about where the
operation had expected in
the current market.

Mr Reid said the stud had
been prepared to retain bulls
if buyers did not meet them.

"Wewould have been hap-
py to sell half andwe exceed-
ed that," he said.

"So, all in all, given the
state of the Speckle Parkmar-
ket at themoment, I think it's
a very good result."

Mr Reid said bulls re-
maining unsold would be
retained for use in their com-

mercial herd of more than
3000 females.

Elders Tamworth auction-
eer Brian Kennedy said the
sale was an improvement on

the previous year. The sale
was conducted by Elders
Tamworth, with online bid-
ding through AuctionsPlus.

– FIONA AVEYARD

Minnamurra's David Reid, top-price buyer Grant Wells,
Elrose Station, Elders auctioneer Brian Kennedy and
Minnamurra's Dennis Power with the sale-topper
Minnamurra Vatican V57. Picture by Fiona Aveyard.

Highrent sells to $17,000 top
YEARLING heifer bulls were
in highest demand at the
annual Highrent Angus on-
line bull sale, held from Jo
Bacon's Yarrowitch property
near Walcha on Wednesday
last week.

The 18-month-old High-
rent NetworkW96, by US sire
Hart Network from Highrent
Rocky U84, topped the cat-
alogue at $17,000, sold to
locals AW and JY Gaudron,
Bushmede, Yarrowitch.

Network W96 experienced
the most traffic across the
sale, with 12 online bids.

With an Angus Breeding
Index ($A) of $307, and an

Angus Breeding Low Feed
Cost ($A-L) of $483, the bull's
selection indexes were with-
in the breed's top 1 per cent.

He had 200-day (+65)
and 400-day (+114) growth
metrics in the top 8pc, with
a yield-heavy, high-value
commercial carcase weight
of +83. His eye muscle area
was above breed average at
+9.9, and with calving ease -
direct at +7.0, hewas a strong
heifer-bull proposition.

Mat Larkings, Nutrien
Boultons Walcha, said the
bull was what the market
was after.

"There was a real prefer-
ence from buyers chasing
those higher-indexing phe-

notype bulls with a lower
birth weight to go into heif-
ers," he said.

"Around here, we got rid
of so many cows throughout
the late autumn, so it was
good to see there were still
enough people buying with
cows for the bulls to go to."

The Highrent catalogue
offered 10, two-year-old
bulls, the same number of
18-month-old bulls, and
24 yearling bulls, with the
best results achieved by
the yearlings.

They included High-
rent Kingston W79, which
reached $14,000 when
selling to David Hicks, Co-
brabald Pastoral Company,

Walcha, who bought three
across the catalogue.

Yearling bulls achieved the
strongest prices, with 17 of 24
sold, averaging $8412.

"It's always been a year-
ling bull that has topped the
Highrent sale," Mr Larkings
said. "Jo has traditionally
had stronger results with
her yearlings.

"About 90pc of buyers
were repeat local business,
which was great to see again
because people are obvious-
ly happy with the product. Jo
has a phenomenal follow-
ing locally."

Walcha cattleman Gary
Olrich, Phoenix Partnership,
snapped up three yearling

bulls across the sale for a top
of $8000 and an average of
$6677. All were by the same
sire, US bull Hart Network,
which also sired the sale's
top priced bull.

"After a quick inspection of
the bulls the morning of the
sale, we liked what we were
looking at," Mr Olrich said.

"They were high in intra-
muscular fat and EMA and
all by the same sire, and we
were buying to purchase
three replacements for our
Angus breeding operation."

Mr Olrich said despite
the autumn sell-off in the
region, he had retained key
herd females.

"These bulls will fit nicely

into our program because
they were very good geneti-
cally, and good value."

The Highrent Angus sale
averaged $7811 and a final
clearance figure of 70pc.

Across 21 active online
bidders, 20 were success-
ful buyers.

Five two-year-old bulls
sold up to $10,000 for an
average of $7800, with five
receiving no bids. Nine of the
18-month-old bulls sold to
$9000 and averaged $7222.
The yearling bulls averaged
$8412 across 17 lots sold.

The Highrent Angus sale
took place via AuctionsPlus
and was conducted by Nu-
trien Boultons, Walcha.

BY JESSICA OWERS
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